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Introducing Baptists to Baptists 


is an important part of the work of the 
Baptist World Alliance. One can hardly 
speak of real fellowship between groups who 
know nothing about each other. Sometimes 
they even live in total ignorance of each 
other’s existence. The BWA is nearly half 
a century old, and still, until a year or two 
ago, we were all of us unaware of the 
10,000 Baptists then discovered in Korea. 
What can one say of Baptists in the U.S.A. 
who innocently ask if there are Baptists in 
Canada, or in England, of all places! 

Now, how can we help remedy matters? 
One answer is: Let every Baptist editor 
give Some space to news of Baptist con- 
ventions other than his own. Of course, no 
editor should neglect to promote the mis- 
sionary program for which his group is re- 
sponsible. But surely, it cannot possibly 
harm such promotion to give some space to 
news items, say, concerning the remarkable 
work of British Baptists in the Lushai Hills, 
or the success of Australian Baptists in New 
Guinea or among the Garos of East Pakistan. 
On the contrary, to read about the miracle of 
Vanga in Belgian Congo will help to stimu- 
late the missionary enthusiasm of any Bap- 
tist anywhere. 

Hence this renewed encouragement to our 
Baptist editors in every land to let Baptists 
know what Baptists elsewhere -- anywhere -- 
are doing. 

So please take whatever you can use of 
THE BAPTIST WORLD, the tiny paper with 
the terribly big name. Thank You! 

A, .O; 


The Finances of the BWA 


in answer to questions we furnish the follow- 
ing information: The budget. approved for the 
BWA for the year 1954 amounts to $47,500. 
Most of this budget is underwritten by pro- 
mises from various Baptist Conventions. But 
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not all. 

Under the headings ‘‘Special Gifts’’ and 
‘‘Baptist World Alliance Sunday’’ we have 
therefore hopefully entered a total of $5,000 
among the items of ‘‘estimated income.’’ 
We have thus not for gotten the individual 
Baptist or the individual church who might 
wish to have a special part in BWA work, 
but provided a place for them! Each year, 
however, we spend some time wondering if 
they are going to forget the BWA! Many do, 
but some don’t. 


Africa 


Canadian Baptists, numbering 143,000 in 
1,242 churches, have adopted Angola, West 
Africa, as their newest mission field. On 
January 1, the Canadian Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board with Dr. H.S. Hillyer as 
secretary, accepted responsibility for the 
Baptist Mission formerly conducted by the 
BMS of London, and the support of the three 
missionaries already on the field. 

Angola is on the Atlantic Ocean, bounded 
by the Belgian Congo, Northern Rhodesia, 
and South Africa. Its population is 4% 
million. The country was a Portuguese 
colony from 1482 until recently, when, like 
all other overseas Portuguese territories, it 
became a province of Portugal. Angola 
sends its representatives to the Parliament 
in Portugal. The capital of the province is 
Luanda. 

The United Church of Canada, the South 
African General Mission, and the British 
Baptists have sponsored mission work in 
Portuguese West Africa for many years. In 
1900 the Angola Evangelical Mission was 


A.T.O. 


Angola 


‘founded, and it is the work of this mission 


that Canadian Baptists have undertaken, in 
addition to their missions in Bolivia and 








Teleguland in South India. 
Cameroon 


The latest issue of Nouvelles du Cam- 
eroun reports from the capital city of Douala 
that more than 80,000 pagans from the tribes 
of the interior are living on the outskirts 
of the city ‘‘in miserable huts, squeezed up 
against each other, swarming with people 
who are barbarous, ignorant and without 
God.’’ 

The (native) Baptist churches of Douala 
have decided to launch an evangelistic 
offensive in these quarters and open three 
new centers of activity. In one of these 
centers, these Cameroonese churches have 
already built a chapel, and another is under 
construction. 

The newspaper comments upon the visit 
of the general secretary of the BWA last 
August: ‘‘This visit gave our churches, 
and above all, their pastors, the feeling that 
they belong to the great Baptist family of 
the world. The Baptist Union hopes to 
send a representative from Cameroon to the 
Baptist world congress in London, in 1955.’’ 


Asia 
Japan 


At least ten Baptist mission groups are 
at work in Japan - so many that one mis- 
sionary has proposed that a ‘‘Japan Baptist 
Alliance’’ be formed to promote fellowship 
and inspiration. It would include possibly: 
the American Baptist Foreign Mission 
Society, the Baptist General Conference of 
America, Bible Baptist Fellowship, Con- 
servative Baptist Foreign Mission Society, 
Mid-Japan Baptist Mission, North American 
Baptist Association, North American Baptist 
Generai sionary Society, Foreign Mission 
Boerc cf the Southern Baptist Convention, 
Swedish Baptist Mission, and Canadian 
Baptist Miss: 

The reports « groups indicate about 
13,900 Rapt: > in Japan, with 120 
organized churche; “nd 150 chapels or 
missions, approximately 90 pastors and 
evangelists, and more than 220 missionaries. 

The Japan Baptist Convention is the 
association of churches sponsored by 
Southern (USA) Baptist missions, which 
withdrew from ‘‘Kyodan’’ (the Church of 
Christ in Japan) when government pressure 


was lifted at the end of World War II. The 
convention was organized with 16 churches 
and less than 1,000 members; it has 55 
churches and 7,000 members five years later, 
Some 60 young Baptists are in training at 
Fukuoka for Christian service. 


Burma 


The nation of Burma has a Baptist dele- 
gate in the General Assembly of the United 
Nations. He is Vum Ko Kan, deputy secre- 
tary of the Foreign Office, Rangoon. 

Clipped from one of the American Baptist 
papers is this item, entitled ‘‘A Modern Paul 
in a Burma Jail.’’ 

‘‘Sara* Spurgeon, a Karen Christian in jai] 
for the second time due to political ideolo- 
gies, feels his time has not been wasted, 
Within the first year of his second term he 
and his fellow Christians in the Mandalay 
jail have won 131 prisoners to Christ. Two 
of these converts had been opium smokers 
and eight others life-sentence convicts. 
Mr. Spurgeon says, ‘Every day is our Sunday 
here for we have devotions four times a day. 


As we get up in the morning We sing a hymn 


and have a short prayer. At eight o’cléck 
we have another period like a Sunday school 
class. A third devotional period is at noon 
when each in turn is named to lead the set- 
vice. The last devotional is just before we 
goto bed with Scripture reading and prayer.” 

‘‘This modern Paul gees on to tell of the 
comfort brought to prisoners by those who 
visit them from the outside bringing de- 
votional books, pamphlets, magazines, and 
Reader’s Digests sent from friends in Ameri- 
ca. Medicines and clothing too are taken 
to the prison. Not content with past ac- 
complishments this prison-evangelist sends 
a plea for prayers that he may accomplish 
more for his Master, and for New Testaments 
in Kachin and English, and Kachin hymn 
books to be used in the jail.’’ 


Australasia 


New Zealand . 
The subject of racial discrimination in 
South Africa was discussed in the annual 
assembly of the Baptist Union of New 
Zealand in late 1953. A resolution was 


* ‘‘Sara’’ (pronounced sa-RAH) is the Karen 
title of respect, meaning ‘‘teacher.’’ 





adopted expressing concern that the New 
Zealand government, through its delegate at 
the United Nations’ Assembly, voted against 
the motion that the South African Govern- 
ment’s apartheid policy be placed on the 
Assembly’s agenda. 

‘It is the opinion of the Baptist Union,’’ 
the resolution stated, ‘‘that race discrim- 
ination as it is practiced in South Africa is 
more than a domestic matter, but has signi- 
ficance for the peace and welfare of the 
whole world. The Baptists of New Zealand 
respectfully urge the Government of New 
Zealand to reconsider their policy in this 
matter.’’ 

New Zealand Baptists, whose non-white 
minority is the Maoris, pledged themselves 
to join all men and women of good will who 
seek a solution to racial problems in ‘‘the 
spirit and power of the Christian faith.’’ 

A financial drive for £20,000 has been 
launched to build a dormitory at the theo- 
logical college at Auckland, whose prin- 
cipal is the Rev. E. Roberts-Thomson, an 
Australian. The building will be a memorial 
to Dr. J. J. North, known throughout the 
Baptist world, the first principal of the 
college. 


Australia 


Evangelism is a major emphasis of the 
Australian Baptists. The Rev. Ivor Powell 
and Mrs. Powell of Wales, who conducted a 
four-year evangelistic campaign in South 
Africa, have lately completed a six-months’ 
Preaching mission in Queensland, the 
northern state of Australia, with activities 
centered in Toowoomba. 

Using the press, radio, motion pictures 
which Mr. Powell himself produces, and 
special meetings for women, the Powells 
work together as a team. They are now in 
Western Australia in a series of meetings. 
After Australia, they go to New Zealand. 

Charlie and Laurie Taylor, originally of 
England, now of the United States, have 
accepted the invitation of the Baptist Union 
of Australia to visit the country from May 
to September, 1954. They will be in Victoria 
for six weeks, beginning June 6. 

The brothers are both ordeined preachers, 
Sons of a remarkable English evangelist. 
Charlie is the preacher of this team, and 
Laurie is the pianist. 


Meet the President 


Dr. F. Townley Lord 
is president of the © 
BWA and will preside 
at the ninth world con- 
egress in London, July | 
16-22, 1955. He has | 
been minister of the 
Bloomsbury Central 
Baptist Church of Lon- 
don since 1930 and } 
editor of the Baptist 
Times Since 1941. He 
has been president of the British Baptist 
Union, and twice president of the British 
Sunday School Union. Graduate of Manches- 
ter University, with a doctor’s degree from 
London University and honorary degrees from 
several American colleges and universities, 
Dr. Lord is author of many books. Two of 
his books have been published in the USA: 
The Faith That Sings and The Treasure of 
the Gospel. On his travels in the Baptist 
world, Dr. Lord is usually accompanied by 
his wife, who is a popular speaker among 
the women. 


Europe 


East Germany 


A letter from the Western sector of Ber- 
lin describes what some Baptists are sub- 
jected to these days: 

‘‘Early on Christmas morning, an entire 
Baptist family of our acquaintance stood 
before our door. ‘We had to leave,’ they 
said, with tears in their eyes. It was the 
second time they had been forced to flee. 
The first was in 1945, when they left East 
Prussia (no longer a part of Germany). 
They started life again, on a farm in east 
Germany and were even able to carry on 
some of their usual church activities in their 
house. Now they could no !onger manage to 
pay the heavy duty on potatoes because of 
crop failure. So, what potatoes they did 
harvest were taken from them, even the seed 
potatoes for next spring and potatoes neces- 
sary to feed the livestock. What could they 
do? After a last prayer in their garden they 
went away into the Holy Night toward Ber- 
lin, where they arrived Christmas morning.’’ 





Germany 


A new chapel is soon to be built in 
Worms with the aid of the American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society. In this city, in 
1521, Martin Luther defended his stand be- 
fore a court with the famous declaration: 

‘Unless I am proved wrong by Scripture 
or plain reason, I cannot and will not recant, 
because to act against conscience is unholy 
and unsafe. Here I stand. I can do no other, 
God helping me. Amen.’’ 

By 1527 the Anabaptists had become 
strong in this area and suffered severe per- 
secution. The present Baptist church dates 
from 1862 with the first baptism; it was 
founded two years later. The group de- 
veloped slowly until the end of World War 
ll when, in February, 1945, they were 
bombed out of a rented hall. 

Today the membership is 208, with 185 
of them refugees from Ethnic German groups 
in eight countries behind the Iron Curtain. 
They worship in the Congregational Church 
which is available to them Sunday after- 
noons and Wednesday evenings. They now 
own a piece of property between the 
cathedral and the ancient Merovingian 
Church in the heart of Worms. American 
Baptist chaplains stationed in Germany 
have contributed to the building project. 

With the showing of the motion picture 
‘‘Martin Luther’’ throughout America, new 
interest is aroused in Worms and its people. 


Switzerland 

The Baptist Theological Seminary at 
Ruschlikon, suburb of Zurich, has announced 
the program for the summer of ’54, as fol- 
lows: 

June 9-15 Laymen’s Conference 

June 23-July 2. Pastors’ Conference 

July 4-7: Conference for theological 

professors. 

July 14-21: Youth Conference 


Latin Americar 
Colombia 


Dr. Reuben E. Nelson, general secretary 
of the -American Baptist Convention, pre- 
sented to the General Board.of the National 
Council of Churches, U.S.A. a protest 
message addressed to the Evangelical 
Confederation of Colombia in January. 

It dealt with a decree issued by the 


government of Colombia last September 3, 
forbidding Protestant activity in 18 parts 
of the country designated as Catholic 
Mission Territories. It affects San Andres 
and Provencia, islands in the Caribbean 
Sea whose inhabitants are predominantly 
Protestant, having one Adventist and six 
Baptist congregations. 

The letter called attention to the fact 
that this decree violates the UN Human 
Rights Declaration, which Colombia signed, 
and the 1948 Charter of the Organization of 
American States; also Colombia’s own 
Constitution and its administrative practice 
for the last 50 years. 

The administration in Bogotd denies the 
report of the Evangelical Confederation 
that persecution of Protestants exists in 
Colombia, but the Confederation claims 
that 51 Protestant men, women, and children 
have been killed, 73 churches destroyed or 
damaged, and 110 mission schools closed, 
in the past five years. 

The Christian Century, evaluating the 
charges and denials, calls for an investi- 
gation by the Commission on Human Rights 
of the United Nations. 

Baptists in Colombia are sponsored by 
the Southern (USA) Baptist Foreign Board, 
which entered that country in 1945, main- 
tains a hospital in Barranquilla, a seminary 
at Cali, and missions in Cartagena and 
Bogota. 

Central America 


Baptist work in the countries of Central 
America is growing, although religious free- 
dom is threatened in some areas. Sometimes 
in isolated places, violence takes place. 
One of our correspondents writes: 

“In A--- where our church has a mission 
we had a brief evangelistic campaign. The 
third night a fanatic mob broke the electric 
wires and threw thousands of stones. An- 
other night, the janitor of our little chapel 
was almost killed at midnight. The Roman 
Catholic Church is becoming more active 
every day. It seems here that the hierarchy 
is more afraid of the Baptists than of any 
other evangelical group. We feel happy in 
knowing that we belong to a great company 
of faithful Baptists.’’ 

















Bows of the 


UP TO JANUARY 10, 1954 


' “4 Call to Praise and Prayer’’ issued by 
the Baptist World Alliance for the observ- 
ance of Baptist World Alliance Sunday 
February 7 was prepared by Professor 
Gunnar Westin, BWA Vice-President, of 
Uppsala, Sweden. 


Youth Secretary Joel Sorenson of the Bap- 
tist World Alliance will arrive in New York 
January 14 for a five-months’ visit in the 
United States and Canada, in cooperation 
with the youth movements of the Baptist 
conventions of North America. He is ac- 
companied by Mrs. Sorenson and their two 
children. They expect to return to Stock- 
holm in June. 


The Administrative Committee of the BWA 
will hold its next meeting in Washington 
March 30. 


Rio de Janeiro’s first simultaneous evan- 
gelistic campaign last September had a 
total of 82 Baptist churches participating. 


Czechoslovakia’s four Baptist pastors, im- 
prisoned after trial last June 26-27 on 
charges of espionage and sabotage, are the 
object of a special appeal for prayer 
throughout the Baptist world. The men are 
Dr. Henry Prochazka, John Ricar, Cyril 
Burget, and Michal Kesjar. The appeal 
was made also on behalf of the families 
of the pastors, whose property was confis- 
cated and whose civil rights were denied. 


Billy Graham, the Baptist evangelist of the 
United States, will launch an evangelistic 
Campaign at Harringay Arena in London 
March 1. U.S. Senator Frank Carlson of 
Kansas, Baptist layman, is a member of 
the team. 


Hawaii’s first Baptist Woman’s Missionary 
Union executive secretary ig Miss Itsuko 
Saito, graduate of Baylor University and 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Texas. 


THE CANADIAN BAPTIST celebrated its 
centennial with the first issue of 1954. 
Founded in Brantford, Ontario, it was first 
named ‘‘The Christian Messenger.’’ In 
1859 it was moved to Toronto and renamed 
‘*The Canadian Baptist.’’ For 100 years it 
has served the Baptist Convention of 
Ontario and Quebec; for the past three 
years, it has also served the Baptist Union 
of Western Canada. The editor is Rev. 
Harold U. Trinier. 


Austria is the newest member of the Euro- 
pean Baptist Fellowship. The Baptist 
Union of Austria was founded at Salzburg 
in 1953, under the sponsorship of the 
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society. 
Miss Heidi Wiehan is full-time worker with 
young people and children. 


Forty-seventh Baptist book store of the 
(Southern) Baptist Sunday School Board, 
Nashville, Tennessee, is to be formally 
opened at Savannah, Georgia, early this 
year. 


‘*Lottery funds’’ are not acceptable to the 
Baptists of New Zealand. The Baptist 
Union has refused a government grant of 
£500 ($1,400) for the erection of a home 
for children at Auckland on the grounds 
that the money came from the lottery. 


Portugal, the foreign mission field of 
Brazilian Baptists, is the destination of 
the first foreign missionaries appointed by 
the Foreign Mission Board of Brazil in 
fifteen years. The couple are Helcio and 
Odette Lessa of Campos, Rio de Janeiro. 


January 24 will be observed as ‘‘Know 
Your Denomination Day’’ throughout the 
Southern Baptist Convention, by vote of 
its Executive Committee. 


Tokyo Baptist student Eiji Seki, an active 
member of the Keisen Baptist Church in 
the capital city, won the essay contest con- 
ducted by the English newspaper Mainichi 
in Japan, on the subject ‘‘How Japan Can 
Contribute to the Peace of the World.’’ A 
senior law student at Tokyo University, 
Seki expects to teach history and econom- 
ics at Seinan Jo Gakuin, Baptist girls’ 
school, at Kokura after his graduation. The 
award was $200. 








Ranch Town for Baptist boys near Okla- 
homa City is rising on a 160-acre tract of 
land from the proceeds of a $500,000 trust 
fund given the state Baptist convention by 
a couple whose son died at the age of 
fourteen. 


Chinese literature is being published in 
Kowloon, Hong Kong, for distribution to 
Formosa, (the Philippines, Indonesia, 
Malaya, Thailand, and other centers of 
Chinese immigration. The Baptist Press 
produces /mere than 200 separate titles, in- 
cluding ‘graded Sunday school literature, 
study course books, song books, devotional 
books, evangelistic and doctrinal tracts. 


German students from the Russian zone of 
Germany, thirteen in number, were enrolled 
last October 1 at the Baptist seminary in 
Hamburg, British Zone, according to infor- 
mation from Eberhard Schroeder of Kassel. 
During 1953, 13 chapels in Western Ger- 
many and one chapel in Eastern Germany 
were rebuilt. A survey shows that 93 
chapels are needed by West German Bap- 
tists; 28 by Berlin and East German Bap- 
tists. 


Nigeria, West Africa, has a population of 
30,000,000 people, approximately 150,000 
of them evangelical Christians. Only one 
out of every thousand Nigerians is a Bap- 
tist. 


The 85th. annual meeting of the 200,000 
Baptists of Burma at Maymyo last October 
was climaxed with the adoption of amend- 
ments to the Constitution, placing greater 
responsibility on Christian nationals. 


Juliette Mather, Editorial Secretary of 
Southern Baptist Woman’s Missionary Union, 
Birmingham, Alabama, will complete a four- 
months’ round-the-world tour of Baptist 
missions February 1. 


Religious persecution broke out November 
30 in the mining town of Corinto, Brazil. 
A non-Catholic church was attacked with 
stones, 2 woman was wounded and several 
revolver shots were fired. This outbreak 
of Roman Catholic intolerance is not in- 
dicative of public sentiment in the country 
as a whole, according to the best reports, 
butis of strictly local origin. 





Baptists of 23 states of the United States 
gave a total of $15,359,142 to Southem 
Baptist Convention causes during 1953 
through the offices of the Executive Com- 
mittee. More than half of the total offering, 
$8,373,630, went to foreign missions; 
$2,757,796 to home missions. 


The first Baptist church for Eskimos to be 
organized in Alaska was constituted re- 
cently with 57 charter members. It was 
named Native Baptist Church. It is the 
climax of eight years’ work with the native 
people of Fairbanks. 

Yugoslavia’s fifty Baptist churches receiy- 
ed by baptism in 1952 a total of 107 new 
members. Yugoslav Baptists had a mem- 
bership of 2,802 at the end of that year, 
Figures for 1953 are not available. The 
present constitution of Yugoslavia guaran- 


- tees complete equality and liberty of con- 


science to all religious groups. 

BWA Books authorized for publication by 
the Executive Committee in time for the 
ninth world Congress in 1955, include a 
brief history of the Alliance by F. Townley 
Lord, BWA president, London, and the bi- 
ography of J. H. Rushbrooke, by Ernest A. 
Payne, also of London. 


Reminder 

In fulfillment of our promise in the 
maiden issue of THE BAPTIST WORLD 
(January, 1954) this ‘‘clip’’ sheet is being 
provided for Baptist editors thirty days in 
advance of the deadline for our next bi- 
monthly issue. Reprinting is eagerly en- 
couraged. The March issue carries this 
sheet as an insert for the regular readers. 


Please remember that, although some | 


readers will have seen some of these news 
items before they receive THE BAPTIST 
WORLD, other readers in a different part of 
the world may not have seen them. 

Our appreciation to Dr. Eberhard 
Schroeder of Germany, the first correspond- 
ent to reply to our request for news for this 
publication! An alert correspondent in 
every country, furnishing current news of 
worldwide interest from his area by air 
mail, is a vital partner in this enterprise. 
The flood of news releases from the largest 
and best-staffed Baptist conventions is not 
an adequate supply of information for the 
entire Baptist world. We want news of 
every Baptist group. 


The Editors. 
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UP TO FEBRUARY 10, 1954 


Kenya, Tanganyika or Nyasaland will be a 
mission field of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention, U.S.A., aS aresult of a survey now 
being made by George W. Sadler, the Foreign 
Board’s secretary for Africa, Europe, and 
the Near East. Dr. Sadler left the States 
January 11 for a 70-day tour of the Gold 
Coast, Nigeria, Southern Rhodesia, and 
East Africa. He will return via Barcelona 
and London, about March 21. 

A Baptist professor of Biblical archae- 
ology has been named director of the Ameri- 
can School of Oriental Research at Jeru- 
salem for the school year 1954-55. He is 
Dr. William H. Morton of Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, Ky. 
Assistant to Dr. Rushbrooke at the BWA 
Congress in Berlin, Miss Mary Beth Fulton, 
has recently retired from active service 
with the Ministers and Missionaries Bene- 
fit Board, American Baptist Convention. 
She lives in Chicago. 

President of Japan’s International Christian 
University Foundation, Inc., is former 
president of the American Baptist Con- 
vention, Dr. Kenneth Scott Latourette, 
retired professor of Yale University. The 
general secretary_is also a Baptist: Dr. 
Stanley I. Stuber. 

The second living man, both missionaries, 
to be honored with a monument in China 
died January 5 at the age of 95. He was 
Dr. T. W. Ayers of Atlanta, Ga., and 
Hwanghsien, China. For his medical ser- 
vice during a plague and Red Cross work 
during a civil war, he was decorated by two 
presidents of China, 


Russo-Ukrainian Baptist Church at Lizzard 
Lake, Saskatchewan, Canada, 20 miles 
horth of the town of Biggar, is reported by 
the director of Western Home Missions, 
Gerald M. Ward, in The Canadian Baptist. 
Rev. Ivan Shakotko is pagtor. He had 
helped the Ukrainians settle in the area in 
1909. 


A jeep accident in Burma caused painful 
injury to two missionaries and two secre- 
taries of the American Baptist Convention 
in December. Rev. Robert G. Johnson, 
missionary to the Hakas, was flown home 
for surgery on a crushed jaw. Secretary 
Richard Cummings suffered a fractured 
vertebra, Missionary Erville Sowards and 
Secretary John Skoglund were not so 
seriously injured. 

Twelve African young people are studying 
in American colleges and universities on 
scholarships of the Foreign Mission Board 
of the National Baptist Convention, Inc. (U. 
S.A.) 

Now touring India is Mrs. Frank C. Wiggin- 
ton, a member of the Executive Committee. 
of the BWA, and home base vice-president 
of the Woman’s American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society. She is traveling with Miss 
Hazel Shanks and Mrs. H.G. Colwell. 


The 300th anniversary ofthe Baptist Church 
at Lyme, England, was recently celebrated. 
It has had a continued existence since 
1653. 

390 radio stations carry ‘‘The Baptist 
Hour,’’ a weekly program produced by the 
Southern Baptist Convention’s radio and 
television commission, this year. 

The Baptist Student Union of the South 
sponsored a cooperative summer mission 
program in 1953 which sent a total of 41 
students to serve in Colombia, Hawaii, 
Mexico, Nigeria, Panama, Alaska, and 
Cuba. Another 366 were employed by the 
Home Mission Board for the summer. 
A 10-acre camp site has been purchased 
by the Japan Baptist Convention for a 
nation-wide summer assembly. The proper- 
ty is situated on the main road Commodore 
Matthew Perry traveled 100 years ago en 
route from his ship to Tokyo. The purchase 
price, $6,600, is a gift from Baptist ser- 
vicemen and their dependents in the Tokyo- 
Yokohama area, 

400 Baptist refugees who fled from Russia 
to China have found asylum in Brazil and 
Paraguay, according to Adolph Klaupiks of 
the BWA Relief Committee. The gift of a 
farm in Paraguay by a Baptist layman of 
Buenos Aires, Argentina, and cash gifts 
from Baptists in Brazil and Paraguay make 
this relief project possible. 





The Fourth Pan-Australian Baptist Youth 
Conference brought together 160 young 
Baptists from all parts of Australasia 
for a week of Bible study, fellowship, and 
inspiration at Alexandra Park, north of 
Brisbane, last August. 

The Rankin Memoria! loan fund for minis- 
terial students at the Baptist seminary, 
Hong Kong, has been established with a 
gift of $3,000, in memory of the late M. 
Theron Rankin, who was professor in 
Graves Theological Seminary, Canton, for 
14 years before he became secretary for 
the Orient, and later secretary for the 
Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 
Week-end Youth Rallies in 16 districts of 
the Philippine Baptist Convention are a 
feature of youth work in the Islands. The 
theme of the program was ‘‘Partners in 
Seeking.’’ The Convention reports 186 
churches, 105 of them with Youth Fellow- 
ship groups. 

Heifers, chicks, goats, and pigs for Korea, 
Austria, Germany, and Greece are a part of 
a program of mission work sponsored by 


eight American Christian groups, one of 


which is the American Baptist Home 
Mission Society. The headquarters of the 
Heifer Project is the Brethren Service 
Commission, New Windsor, Maryland. 
Spurgeon’s Tabernacle, destroyed in the 
air raids on London, is now to be rebuilt 
under the leadership of a young pastor, 
Gerald B. Griffiths. The tabernacle, which 
could accommodate 5,000 before the war, 
will be designed to house a congregation 
of 500, a Sunday school of 1,000, and 
1,500 for special evangelistic services. 
This great preaching center is situated in 
a secticn of South London which the pastor 
says is in @ state of ‘‘moral and spiritual 
bankruptcy.”’ 

Persecution in Spain is frequently reported 
from Baptist sources. Rev. Aurelio del 
Campo, Baptis ‘or for many years in 
Alcantara, del . and Navarres, was 
recently fined $i «und forbidden to live 
in Navarres. 

Berlin Baptist women maintain a Girls’ and 
Women’s Home with 45 beds. This mission 
work is connected with the deaconess work. 
About 800 trained Baptist nurses known as 
deaconesses, are working in hospitals, social 


nomes, among youth, aged people, children. 


Liberia, West Africa, is a mission field of 
a Christian layman of Longview, Texas, 
who is a great engineer, R.G. LeTourneay, 
Eight families consisting of 38 adults and 
children live at LeTourneau, ministering 
to six churches, founding a school, and 
exploring the areafor other mission centers, 
Air-strips are being built in order to reach 
some of the interior places. One of the 
missionaries, J.W. Miller, is Baptist, 
A book on Communism will be published by 
the Broadman Press, Nashville, Tennessee, 
at the request of the Missionary Education 
Council of Southern Baptist agencies. Dr, 
Ralph Phelps, president of Ouachita Col- 
lege, Arkadelphia, Arkansas, has_ been 
asked to write it. 

Race relations in the United States are 
improving. At Columbus, Ohio, Dr. Beecher 
Hicks, Negro pastor of a Baptist church, 
was elected recording secretary of the 
Columbus Area Council of Churches. In 
Little Rock, Arkansas, a prominent Jewish 
merchant, Dave Grundfest, led the drive for 
funds to expand the facilities of Arkansas 
Baptist Hospital. 

Italian Baptists are subject to the ‘‘re- 
strictive’’ Fascist police legislation of 
1929, according to the president of the 
Federal Council of Italian Evangelical 
Churches. Rev. Achille Deodato said an 
agreement is scheduled to be drafted fixing 
relations between non-Catholic communions 
and the State under the federal Constitution, 
but efforts to hold a conference with 
officials have been futile. 

Panama and the Canal Zone were the scene 
of an evangelistic crusade in early Febru- 
ary when 19 Southern Baptist pastors ac- 
cepted the invitation of the Home Mission 
Board to participate. 

Hitler’s home town of Linz, Austria, now 
has a Baptist church. It was founded 
November 22, 1953, according to the 
Zurich Baptist paper. 

Russian Baptist Secretary A. Karev, one 
of the Russian visitors to Sweden last 
September, acknowledged in a letter from 
Moscow dated December 10, the receipt of 
a letter from BWA Associate Secretary, 
Walter O. Lewis and a copy of the pro- 
ceedings of the seventh World Congress. A 
translation of the letter was published in 
the December 31 Baptist Times in London. 
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